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7be Day of Trouble is near. 


T W 


SERMONS 


Whercin u ſhewed, 
What are the Signs of a Day of Trouble being near. 


And particularly, 
What reaſon there is for VE W-ENGLAND to cxpet 


Day of Trouble. | 


Alſo what is to be done, that we may eſcape theſe things 
which ſhall come to pals. 


Preached (the 1 1h day of the izt b Moneth, 1673. being a day of 


HUMILIATION .| 


in one of the-Churches in Zofon, | 


BY INCREASE MATHER, Teacher of that Church. 


— 


Erek 3 3. 7. O Son of man, I rave (et ther a Watchman to the bouſe of Iſracl, 
therefore thow ſhalt bear the word at my month,and warn them from me. 
Matth.24.6,7,8. 7e Pall hear of wars, and rumours F For Na 
tien hall riſe againſt Nation, and & ing dime againſt Kingdome : Al 
theſe are the leg innings of [1r rows, | 
Luke 21.28. And wh:x theſe things hall begin to come to paſt, then lock | 
up, and liſt my your hrads, for your Redemprion ar aweth nigh, 


— 


— ͥ 


Cambridge : Ptinted by Marmaduke Fobuſon. 1674. | 
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Chriſtian Reader, 


T 4 4 known Obſtruation, verified by Experience, as well at 
grounded upon Scripture-Prediftion, That fufull Security ts 
the great _—_ of the laſt Times, wherennto: thoſe Churches 
art eſpecially obnoxious, that have eſcaped the groſſer Pollution: 
of the World and Antichriſt, and do enjoy Ref, and Peace, and Free- 
me from hard Bondage. Who ſees not (that ſees any thing) that the 
Security of this Age u very great? And may we not rationally {tar 
that many of the Wiſe, as Well as the Fooliſh Virgins in this Lande, 
Reſt, and L/nicturſs, and Fulneſs of Spiritual Enjoyments, are [lum- 
brring and ſleeping ? Conſult we the Sacred Oracle, and we foal. 
readvly be informed, that one 2 Reaſon of the prevailing. of th1s 
Diſtemper, u, becauſe we put tar from us the evil day, Amos 6.1,3. 
B miſhing the T houg ts of a day of Trouble, « beth the Cauſe ana 
Effect 7 carnal eaſe in Sion, How ſeaſonable then i thus pratticall, 
ſclid, ſuccinft, and comprehen/ite Diſcour(e, Which bers offer: it ſelf 
to thy view, wherein the Reverend and fudicrons Auther aemonſt r.1tts 
a much ſtrength and evidence ( yea, 1 ſap, gives nat onely Probable 
Indications,but Scriptaral and Rational Demonſtrations, accordiaę 
to tht Common Law of Divine Difpenſation:) that a day of Trouble 
is near to New-England ? Aang are the ſolemn Warnings that the 
Lord hath given of a day of Trouble baff ning upon ww, The Lion 
hach — and the Trumpet bath been blown, And hall not 
the people be afraid ? hat a dad ip of Mianight-Seearity bath 
ſurpriſed and overtaken them, that de not hear tht loud Report of the 
many Divine Warwing-Pitces that are gone off among «a? u to 
thoſe Rebellions ones that (ay, The dayes are prolong.d, and every 
Viſion faileth ; when the Lord (aith, The dayes ar e at hand, and 
the eſſect of every Viſion, Fech.12.22,23,25. And will men He 
down on the Topof x Maſt in the miaff of the Sta to ſlerp there? an 
ſuffer thenſelvei to be over bers by Stamrity in the month of danger ? 
When the fudgeiments of God art on their March towards us, ſpall 
we not be Alarmed ? When certain Intelligence comer, that they are 
ready te ſurpriſe ws in owr Quarters, (ball we be ſtupidly ſecure and 
ſenſleſs t When they are in view and rebel, making near and ſex- 
fible Approaches to ws, foall we ſay, le is but the Shadow of the 
Mountains, (7»4g.9 36.) and wot rather prepare and poſture eur 
ſel uus to go fort! to meet the Lord in 4 way of Humiliation, Sopplica- 


tien, 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


tier, and Reformation } Though there ave many Reaſons te conterve 
(as the worthy Anther of theſe Sermons intimates) that God myll got 
make an utter End of ws, yet we have cauſe enough to conclude, that 
He will not feave us altogether unpuriſhed. Ferily we have canſed 
on» day of Trouble to draw net, Ezek. 22.4. And u it mt bigh time 
for us te fhaks off Sloth and Stcwrity, and to wart for the Lord in 
the way of his Judgements, and to wake our Swupplication tofiim 
(as David, in the Perſon, and as a Typrof Chriſt, Plal.22.11,19 ) 
Be not far from us, for trouble is near ? To have Trenble near, and 
the Comfort'y, that ſhould relieve ws; far off , to have the Phil. 
npon u, and God departed from ut, will be a diftreſſed condition. It 
i the Intereft, and will be the defire of exery gracious hears, f have 
God near, when Tromble i near, Gods coming near to me in Fade. 
ment will rrouble ns ,, but his coming near te ut in Mercy will either 
ſet Trouble far off, or ſantifir it, and turn it into Advantage and 
Comfort 16 ns, and ſweetly alter the property of . T he deſign of 
thus Diſcourſe, and the Publication 7 it, ts not te enfeeble and di/- 
courage any of the Lords Servants, but to x and awaken fleepy 
founer s (that cry Peace and Safety to themſelves) that they may wet be 
takin as Fiſher inthe net, caught as Birds in a ſnare, or through 
ignorance of their time, be ſnared im an evil time, falling ſadatniy 
wpon them: Andte engare all perſons 7 Iutereſt with God, to ſtir 
wp themſehves to rake bold of bim, when be ſeems to be going from ns, 
and v0 get inte the Gap, and make ap the Hedge, that the Evil: 
threatned and approaching may not break in npon ns, but there may bt 
4 lengthning out of our Tranquility. That thus vigilant Watchman, 
and wiſe Diſcerner of the Signs of the Timer, may not onaly diliwer 
bu own — by bis plain and faith r emonitions, — all; 
through the rich Bl:ſſing of God at ng thre nſtfult ant ſer 
ſtable Ferment, may j th Seal of many ders, 
by awihening thew te Watch and pray, that they may be accounted 
worthy to eſcape the things that ſhall come to paſs, «© the hearty 
Deſire and Prayer of him who & © | 


Thy Servant for Chriſts ſaxe, 


Vrian Oe 
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Saas SES ELSTI 
EZEK. 7. 7. 


—T be day of Trouble is near— 


His Chapter doth contain a denunciation of Judges Sermen I. 
ment, Which Judgement is deſcribed, 


1, From the Cauſes of it, The principal Effi- 

cient Cauſe was God, He is the Cauſe of all evily 

of Puniſhment : There is no evil in the City, and the Lord 

hath not done it, He createth darkneſs. 1he Inffrumental 

aljuvens Cauſe was the Caldrans, they did belp forward the 

fiction, and are therefore ſaid to bo the worſt of men, yea 

the worſt of the Nearbes, The [mpullive Procuring Cauſe was 

Sir : there are three fins mentioned in this Chapter (of which 

afterwards) as the Procurers of the Judgement threatned. 
The Einal Cauſe was the Glory of God, even that he mighs " 
be known to be the Lard, * | 

2. The Judgement here denounced is ſet forth from the 

S«bjeft of it, or the perſons upon whom it came, v.2.7 bus ſaith 
the Lord God tothe Land ral: which is not to be under» 
ſtood of the Ten Tribes, who were into Captivity before 
this Propheſie was written, but the c / are here called Iſracl. 
Often in the Scripture, not onely in the New Teftament, but 
in the Old, the Pens are called /ſrar! : therefore fiboſhaphar 
King of 7. is fiyled, The King of 1/racl. 

3. The Judgement here threstned is ſer forth from the 
Grearne(s of it: therefore it is called the end, ver.2,1. and an 
onely Evil, ver.5.thatis, a grand Evil: as when David con- 
feſlcth, Againſt thee, thee [ onely ] have I ſinned, Pſal. 5 1.4. ile. 
againſt thee chiefly : So an oe/y Evil here, noteth a principal 
evil, yea a ſweeping Judgement, ſo as that there ſhould not be 
need tor afflition to riſe up the ſecond time. 

4. This Jadgement is ſer forth from the Cerrainty of it: 
therefore ver. 6. us ſaid, It % come, it is come, The Prophet 
doth repeat thoſe words, I. is come, fix times over, which 
ſhewerh not onely the vehemency of the Speaker, but the cer- 
lain undoubtei (ucucition of the Evil ſpoken of, 
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The day of trouble is near. 


5. The Judgement bere denounced is deſcribed from the 
Celerity and Proximity of it, This may likewiſe be intimated 
by thoſe Repetitions and Iteratiant, but now hinted, As Pe- 
ſeph ſaid to Vb, Cen. 41.32. And for that the dream Was 
donbled twice, it is becauſe the thing is ef abliſbrd by God, and God 
wil forth bring it to paſs, So, inaſmuch as the Prophet is ſo 
Reprtitiows, us here we (ee, it was to ſhew, that the Evil would 
crrr.unly and focrtly come to paſs. And that is the ſcope of this 
Verie, The morning is come, that is to ſay, Extention-day is at 
band: for thoſe words ſcem to be an alluſion unto the 7ew; 
Cu''ome of executing Nalefactors in the morning. Hence 
David ſaich, P/al.101.8. J will rarly deftroy the wicked ; or as 
the words are, In the morning I will deſtroy them, it being the 
Cuſtome in //-ae! of old, to cut off Malefactors betimes in the 
morning. But a lictle for opening the words, 

Day } here noteth Time. We muſt not think that the trouble 
here — of, continued but for the ſpace of 24 hours , for 
the wor ds have reſp« to the Cad Siege, which laſted two 
years, yea to the Captivity, which laſted ſeventy years. It is 
therefore uſual in the Scripture to denote a Time of very lang 
continuance, by the name and notion of « dap. 

Of Trouble) The Hebrew word . noteth great trou- 

ble. Z»nixu tranſlateth it, 7 be day of vexation, It is the ſame 
day of trouble which is ſpoken of, Fer. 30.7. Alas, for that diy 
is great, ſo that none is like it it is even the time of Nacobis trouble, 
Whenthe City and Temple were taken, and bur nt with fire; 
when the King had all his Children ſlain before his eyes, and 
then his eyes put our, and he clapt in Chains, and carried Ca- 
ptive, that was a day of trouble that had none like it. 
11 mear] lt is not here ſaid, how near that day was, but it 
15 certain from other Scriptures , that this trouble began 
within three or four years after this Propbefie. For Exe 
wrote in the fifth year of Zedehiab, and the C aldran Siege be- 
gan in the ninth year of Zedekiab ; ſo that this trouble begin 
within four years after theſe words were Preached, and wut - 
in ſix years execution was done upon Iſrati : therefore well 
might the Prophet ſay, The dy cf trouble is near. 

And Trouble may be ſaid to be near, in a double 2 

1, In appearance, and probability. As it is ſaid of Ear 


u, that be was xigh unte death, Phil. 2.27. iv. in 1 
a 


The dy of trouble is near. 


and as to an eye of reaſon, 2. Treble may be (aid to be 
— And fo was this day of trouble of which the 
Text ſpeaketh, near not onely in appearance, but in reality ; 
and theretore the next words are, and nt the ſorndins again 
of the Mountains, that is to ſay, there ſhould be more then a 
meer ( wn; , fragor Anti) Eccho of troubles, If 
men ſhont (as in the Mouncainous Land of Ira they were 
wont to do) amongt Mountains, it will cauſe an Eccho, a 
ſounding ag un, which ſoon vaniſheth, and cometh to nothing; 
but ſaich the Propher, the ſound of troubles at hand mall not 
vadiſh ſo. The e heard a report, a rumour, as if the CA.. 
drans,whole cry was in their ſhips, were coming againſt them; 
now the Lord would have them to underſtand, — it ſhoula 
de more then a ſound or rumour, even a reality. The divine 
Threatnings were but an empty ſound with them, but the 
Troubles coming for the contempt thereof, ſhould be more 
then an empty ſonnd, 

From the Judgement here threatned, in conſideration wich 
the Author and Subject of it, we may obſerve, 


That God doth ſometimes bring Times of great Trouble 
wpon hi own People. 


Now in the DoRrinal handling of this Truth, there are 
four things may be ſpoken to. 1. That ral, i. e. the 
Church of „is ſubje&t unto troubles in this world. 
2. What troubles they are which Gods people are here ſub- 
jet unto, 3. What are the ſigns of a day of trouble being 
near, 4. The Reaſons of this Doctrine, whence it is that 
God doth bring times of great trouble upon his own people. 

1. T bat the Lords people are ſubject wnto great troubles, dcti- 
ptures are abundant in bearing witneſs to — : Alts 14. 22. 
we muſt through m»ch tribulation enter into the bingdome of Cod. 
As the children of Il went through the Red Sei, and 
through the Wilderneſs, before they could ente: into Cancer, 
ſo malt we wade through a Red Sea of Troubles, and paſs 
through a Wilderneſs of Miſeries, e're we can arrive at the 
heavenly Canaan, Here is the difference between this world 
and that which is to come. Indeed in the world ro come, the 
Church ſhall be freed from troubles : it is therefore ſaid, 

B 2 Rev, 


Doc. 
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The day of treubſt h. 
Rev. a f. vtr. 1. There was me more ſea, ſack a day will come; 
when there ſhi!l be” ns more ſea, no more troubles and com- 


bullions in the world as now there is, but as for the Sainrs, 


God Ball wipe away all trars from their qtt, and there ſhall be no 
more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither fall there be any 
more pain: but before this day, Haves and earth ſhall paſs 
way, and there muſt be a new heaven, and a new earth, thut is to 
ſay, this will be fulfilled in the world to come, but not in this 
wor ld. Hence the Apoſtle - of the (wffirings of thit 
preſent time, Rom. g. 18. ſo ing this preſent time, the 
Char ch will be ſubjeR co ſufferings. Therefore alfo the ſame 
Apoſtle calls this proſent world, an evil world, Gal. 2.4. So that 
Chriſtians muſt look for evils, they muſt look for troubles, 
as long as the preſent world ſhall endur e. Two or three things 
may be 15 2 on, as 7 = . 4 

1. Chriſt bim(elf was t te ſa 1 When is this world, 
He was a man — — with grief. Davia 
ſpeakingin the Perſos, and plat ay Chrift, ſaich, Thou 
haſt feed me great and ſore 4, Hal 71. 20. And agim, 


Fal. 25. 17. The tronbles of my heart art inlarged, O bring bes 


we «ut of m 47 Therefore Believers muſt ander go 
troubles and diſtreſſes alſo: for God hath predeſtinared them 
to be conformed to the image of bus Son, Rom.$.29. that is, not 
onely in reſp«R of grace, or of glory, bm in reſpect of ſuf- 
ferings, for of them is the Apoſtle diſcour ſing in that Context. 
Should not the Members be like the Head  Qhall we be Mon- 
ſters in the Myſtical Bedy of Chriſt? Truly, if we ſhould 
meet wich no troubles in the world, we ſhould rather be Mon- 
ters then Members in the Myſtical Body of Chrillt, 

2. Thi Verity and Viracity of God proveth the tratb of this. 
The Lord hath ſaid, 7a the world you ball have tribal aiou, job. 
16.33, But if Chriſtians ſhould live and die, and never meet 
with ary troubles, how ſhould thoſe words be true > More- 
over, 
af:Qions ſhall be their portion, if need be, P/a/.89.32. The 
Lord hath put it into the Indencure which he hath made with 
his Servants, that they ſhall have Phyſick as well as Food: 
now aſſlictions are Phyſick for the Soul. There are Covenant- 
aMiRions, as well as Covenant-mercies : yea, all che aflli- 
Rions which befall che Lor ds ſaichſul Ser vancs, are — 

N | according 


od hath Covenanted with his people, that ſantined' 


- "ſts 


„Ned of troable is ned#i 
according to the Covenant of Grace, 2 Cn. 1. . Hence 
when God —— — with Alrabam, there — — 
pearance of great darkneſs, Cen. 13. 17. ſignifying. rhat a 
abe of Providence are ordered by « gracious 
venant. N 5 . 1* 4 
1. The Inftraments, and innmediate C anſer of treuble to the 
Charch, have ever bern. Cauſes of trouble there are both 
ithia and without. Within, there is. fin and corruptions in 
the hearts of the beſt ; and it will be vain to enpect that the 
Saints ſhall be freed from all ſy untill ſuch time as they 
ate freed from fin. without, there ia Satan to raiſe ſtor ms of 
affliftion.; Indeed if the Devil were caſtince the bottomleſs 
Pir, and ſhot up there, we might think that there would be 
leſs trouble in the world : But we know, — — 
be be a Priſones, yet he is 8 Priſoner at large, he a long 
Chain given him, and goth with is ranging and raging u 
and down the world, and makerh it his great deſign to raiſe 
Perſecutions againſt the Charch, Alſo Inſtr uments of Perſe- 
cution in the bands of Satan have ever been: There was the 
Eyyprian, and the Babylonian, and the Gretian, of o: And 
in theſe dayes of the New-Teſtament, firſt the Heathen Em- 
p.rours perſecured the Church ten times. They were nd 
looner goge, but the Arrians aroſe, and perſecuted worſe 
then ever prefeſſcd 7 had done before them, ſo that the 
Church was in great danger of being ſwallowed up wich that 


Hood, Rev.t2.15. And by that time the Arrians were down, 


Aatichriſt got up, who hath perſecuted more then all that ever 
were before him, Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Antieochw,were 
all but Types of Andichriſt. Wherefore, as long as thete is 
a Devil out of Hell, or a Pope in Rewe, we may be ſure that 
thece will.be dayes of trouble to the Church of God. + 

But what rroubles are they, which the Saints are here fabyet(t to ? 

/inſ, That's ihe ſecond thing propeunded to be ſpoken to. 
And in geaeral, it is tr ue, that Ci ian t in this life expoſed 
to all manner of Miſeries, This we may ſee in that little Book, 
of Martyrs, as it is wont to be called, vie. the 11th Chapter 
to the Hebrews, | ved e 


1. There ars inward ſpiritual troubles, Sonl-rroubles, which 


Believers may be af icted with: They may be moleſted with 


Sata temptations, the belt Saint upon eat t may ſo, a Pax 
was 
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The day of trouble is near. | 


was, which cauſed him to pour forth many a bitter and bleed. 
ing complaint in'o the boſome of che Lora Jeſus, 2 Cor. 12.8, 
He beſonr ht the Lord thrice, that is, many a time, A ue chude 
of God m iy alſo be under divine deſcr tion : he ce the Church 
ſaid, The Comforter n bich he relieve wy ſorl far (rec we, 
L. 1. 16. God may hide his face from bis drireſt Ser vants 
ſometimes, and thoſe are troubles indeed. P/ al. 30 7. Tben diaſt 
hide thy face, and I was troubled. But theſe are not the troubles 
which the tent ſpeaketh of, and therefore | will not inliſt there, 

2. T here are ontward troubles ;, e.g. ſufferings as to loſſes 
and croſles reſpecting a mans outward worldly Eſtate, This 
is partly meant in the Text, A day of trouble is near, that is, a 
day wherein all mens Eſtates ſhall go to wrack and ruine, 
Hence ver.12. it is ſaid, Let wot the buyer r:joyce, mor the ſeller 
mourn ;, why ? becauſe he ſhould not have kept bis E'tate 
long, though he bad not ſold it, inaſmack as Enemies were at 
hand to take it away. Again, troubles upon the Body in re. 
ſpe of Sickneſſes, Mortalities, Cc. are here intended : where- 
fore in ver.15. the Peftilence is mentioned, Some have made 
a queſtion of it, Whether a godly man may be fick of 7/1; 
Plagne ? Aneedleſs queſtion, It is generally conceived that 
Hezkiah was ſick of that diſeaſe : and ſome Interpreters on 
Pal. 38. 1 t. think that David was viſited with that freke. Ard 
the like is apprehended concerning Lac. In Cyprian, 


time there were many thouſands of godly men and women 


Pol rnus Pie. 
for, and LAT A- 


rer. 
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that died of that diſeaſe, It ſhould ſcem, that the believing 
Corinthians, many of them were ſick, and ſome died of the 
Peltilence, We ſhould be very uncharicable, did we conclude, 
that all thoſe that died of the Plague, in thar day of trouble 
and mortality which the Text ſpeaketh of, wy eternally, 
And the like may be ſaid with reſpect to thoſe Seventy thou- 
ſand that were ſwept away when David numbred the peop'e. 
Again, when Wars ariſe, it is 4 day of trouble > that is here 
meant in a ſpecial manner, Hence ſome render the words, 
A day of Tmult is near, viz, in reſpect of confuſed noiſe, 
and garments rolled in blood. This miy well be called a day 
of trouble, becauſe war is the greateſt of all ourward Judge- 
ments, and thence is by way of eminency termed Z»:l, Ir, 
45.7. 1 create evil, that is. War: thoſe words relating to 


Cyrus bis Expedition againit Baylor, 
We 
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We come then to the third thing propoanded, namely, 
What are the Signs of a day of trouble being near ? 

Anſ. There are Signs of the Tie, whereby whoſo is 
wiſe, and doth obſerve theſe things, may diſcern when a on 
of trouble is near, It was a ſad complaint which the Lor 
took up againſt his people of old, ſaying, The Stork in the 
leaves l ber appornted times , and the Turtle, and the 
Crane, and the Swallow, ob{trve the time of their coming, but 
wy people know not the judgement of the Lord, Jer. 8 7. lieſe 
Creatures could tell when Wintec was at band, but there was 
a Winter coming upon the Jews, even Judgement of the Lord 
was at hand, and yet they knew it not. Chriſt alſo doth blame 
the Phariſees for not diſcerning the ſigns of the timer, Mat. 16.3. 
Look as God hath ſtretched the Firmament over this natural 
World, and hath placed the Stars there, to be for ſigns as to 5e Dr g. 
Natural Events in the ordinary courſe of Providence , fo hath wins f ˙ e 
he ſtr etched out the Expan/um of his Word over the Ratio- Dove 7 1 
nal World, and therein fer bis Statutes and his Judgements, - : 8 * 
from whence the wiſe · hearted may conjeRure what is like to 
come to paſs, Now I have nothing curious or critical to 
"preſent you with, onely a few plain Scripture Truths. 

1. The abounding of Iniquity 4 ſign that the day of treib le 
„ near, Therefore, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaking of the 
ligns fore-running that day of Calamity which then was 
coming upon Persſalem, ſaith, Iniquity foall abound, Mat. 24.12. 
If Iniquity do abound amongſt thoſe that are the profeſſed 
Enemies of God, and of his People, that's « fign that their 
day is near, and that the things which ſhall come upon them 
do make haſte, fo:l 3,13. Their wickedneſs & great ; and then 
it followeth in the next Verſe, The day of the Lord i mar in 
tne valley of atis. So we (ee in Srdom, wickedneis was 
growntoa marveilous height there, and then on a ſudden 
the fatal Morning cumne upon them. If ſtrange Pr odigious 
Wickedneſles are breaking forth, that's a ſign that ſtrange 
Punifhments are at hand: bur eſpecially if it be thus amongſt 
i Prot (lng People. Hence it's ſaid concerning the old world, 
Ce. o. 3. God looked wpon the eth, and behold it was corrort, 
fr all fleſh, even the Yons of God and all, 5 corrupted his 
way rpm the earth : and then it followerh,ver.13. The end of 2! 
come, even {ach an , aS that which the Prophet ſpe. ** 
ech ol in this Chapter. 2. Great 


£ 
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2. Cn Sie- is 4 N ”u that trouble * near, This we fee, 
if we ck hy further then che Text, 7 he morning & rome : 


Calis in Ice. Ac u it were fard, You are afleep in your fins, but tiere* chat 


at hand tbat will we ken von; you wink it is not midnigi.c, 
Bui that yuu may flecp on ſecurely (till, but it's morning. 0 
inver 6. It watchnh for thee, d. d. you are aflerp, and you 
think that Judgement is (lambering too, he as it's writing 
ready to take hold on you. Zephaniah ſpeakerh of the f:me 
day of croable, with this in the Text, and ſtupendious Srcaricy 
is mentioned as « fore-running ſign thereof, b. 1. 12,15. 
1 will ſearch fermſalom with candies, and puniſh the men that ave 
ſetled on their lees, that [aq in thrir brart, The Lord will net do 
food, wither wii be do evil, Wonderful Securiry | T berefore 
threw goods ſhall brcome a b, and their boaſts n diſolation : 
And has followeth? 7he great day of the Lord is near, it is 
near and bafteth greatly ; that day it 4 day of trouble, ani di- 
ftireſs, a day of tht Trumpet, and alarm againſt the fenced Citicy, 
Look as before the day of grneral fudgement, there will be 
great Security among men on the earth, 1 7Theſſ.5. 3. For 
when they ſhall ſay, . Peace and ſafety, then ſudden dejtrutlien 
cometh wpou them, as travail upon's Woman with childe, and they 
ſhall not eſcape. So it is wont to be 88 to leſſer dayrs e 
ment, which may come upon particular perſoas or places : 
How bath the doleful Experience of all Ages proved this ? 
Thus if we look back inte the old World, they were minding 
Intle belides their ſenſual pleaſures, untill the very day when 
the Flood came, And they of Sodow were ſtrangely ſecure, 
when trouble was near unto them: when Let preached to 
them, that rains was at band, He ſcimed as one that moch, 19 
lis (on: in law, they could hardly believe that be was in good 
earnef}, There's a Jeſt indeed (ſay they) ſhall fire — 
Heavet and deſtroy us? they thought Let had dreamed of a 
dry Summer. And the like do we ſee in Laß, Judg, 18. 25, 
they were 4 prople as quitt, and ſeeure, and now were the 
Dazites at hand. to ſmite wth the cage of the ſword, and 48 b ir 
the City with fire, So in Babylon, we reade, D,. . 1. that 
Bilſhazzar the King made 4 great Feaſt to a thouſand of bir 
Lor 41, and arank, wine befort threw, A wonder ſul Secucity, that 
at ſuch a ſeaſon he ſhould minde his Kingdome no more, for 
a; tlus very ume the City was beſieged with Enemies, But the 

Catan: 
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Caldean; though wich themſelves, they had the River Fupbrater, 


anda triple Wall belonging to the City to ſecure them, and alſo Vis. N u of 


—.— Proviſion her ewich they were ſtored, ſo that they O . 
la at Cr his Expedition againſt them: well bur, e very 
vit he was Belfharzar the King of the Calden ain, and Darius the 
Medias took the Kingdoms, And the like is to be ſaid concerning 
Myſtical Babylon ; at that very time when Rome ſhall ſay in her 
hearc, / ſee no ſorrow, her plagues ſhall come in oge day, and ſhe 
ſhall be utterly bur nt with fire. 

Nevertheleſs, 3. Secret diſmal Fears npon the Spirits of men, 
art ſometimes a ſign that a day of trouble it near. So it was in tlie 
day of Midias, * Lord ſent a Panick Terreur amongſt the Af. 
dianitts, which was a (ign of the day of Tumult in the Holt of 


Afidian, This ſome take to be meant by the Horne (though I be+ vii . Sv. 
leve that was literally fulfilled) ſpoken of Dest 7. 20. Au ine, of Criwc, 


and ſome others, under ſtand it Spiritaally, namely, that the Lord 
ſent finging fear; into the hearts of the Conaanites, 29 2 ſigu 
that they ſhould be diſpoſſeſſed of their Land. However, it is 
certain that ſuch Fears there were, and that they were ominous, 
Therefore Raab ſaid unto the Spies, 7b. 2 9. J knew the Lord 
bath given you the Land, and that your terronr i fallen wpon ws, 
and all the inhabitants of the Land faint breanſe of you, And agaio, 
vir.11, At ſoon as we beard theſe things, our brarts did melt, neither 
did there remain any mere Courage in any man becauſe of you, The 
Lord is wont to cauſe ſuch fears to come upon men, that ſo they 
may be left without excuſe if they do not prepare for the day of 
tronble., Hence then, when every mans hands are upon his loins, 
and all faces are gathering paleneſs, it is an ominous ſign. This 
is mentioned as a ſign fore-going the troubles of the laſt times, 
Luke 21.26, Mens bees failing them for ſtar, and for looking 
after thoſt thing t which are coming on the earth, Look as à Spirit of 
Courage is a good ſign, yea an evident token of ſal vation, and 
that of God, ſo on the other hand, a Spirit of Cowardize ang 
ſervile fear is an ill ſign, Thus it was at laſt with thoſe my Text 
hath immediate reference unto, in the 14th Verſe of this Cha- 
pter it is ſaid, T hey bave blown the trumpet, even to make all ready, 
but nee gorth to the bete. They would go to Prefling of Souldi- 
ers, and make & great ſtir, as if they would do ſome great mat- 
ter againſt the Enemy, but when ic came to, none gorth to the bat- 


cl, their Courage failed them: this was an ominous ſign, 
C 4. Who 
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4. When God begin to depart, that's a (gu that trouble it may; 
For the Lord 1 and a Shield to his people, Fal. 84. 11. 
When a mans Shield is gone, what can be bat blows ? 
And when the Sun is gooe, darkneſs ſolloweth ; fo if the Lord 
depart, troubles and miſeries muſt needs follow. And if God 
once begin to forſake a people, many times when he begins, he 
maketh an end aſſo. We ſee in theſe following Chapters in Ex- 
biel, when the glory of the Lord began to remove, it went fur- 
ther and further, untill at laſt there was a total departure there- 
of, In which reſpect, if our gloty begin to remove, it is very 
ſad and ominous : If God be at the threſhold, trouble is at the 
door. Hence, when the ſigns of the Lords Preſence are taken 
away, it argueth that a day of trouble is coming on apece, rin, 
is a gn of the Lords Preſence; Live in prace, and the God of 
Love and Peace ſhall be with yew, Hence breaches and diviſions, 
inaſmuch as they are an evidence of the Lords departure from a 
people, area ſign of miſeries at hand. 80 again, Ordinances, 
Civil, but eſpecially Sacred Ordinances , when adminiſtred ac- 
cording to the minde of Chriſt, are tokens of the Lords graci- 
ous Preſence in the midſt of his people. Therefore when the 
Lord removeth theſe, or the Inſtruments of ng and 
managing theſe, for the edification of his people, it is a ſad ſign, 
Hence alſo, leſſer Jadgements are figns of greater troubles at 
hand, becauſe they are arguments of rhe Lords beginning to 
forſake ſuch places where thoſe Judgements take eſſcct. Thus 
we finde in the fourth Chapter of Amer, that Drowghts, and 
Blaſtings, and Mildews, &c. are ſigns that the morning foal be 
wade darkneſs, Yea, bad Harvelts are ſometimes a ſign, that a 
dy of great trouble is at hand, 7% 1.15. Alas ber the ay, 
for the day of the Lord is at hand: How doth that appear? ver. 
16,17. Is not the meat ent off before eur eyer — The ſeed is rottes 
under their clodt, the garners are laid deſolate, the Corn it = 
thered. 

5. Whin God flirs wy the Spirits of bis Meſſengers to ſound 
the Tramper, and to cry an Alarm ag ainft hit people, that's 4 ſign 
that the day of trouble 11 near, Micah 6. 9. The Lerdt voict cri- 
eh to the City, that is to ſay, the Trumpet of the Word is 
ſounded to give the Alarm, but if that Voice be bot regarded, 
then Hear the Red, Judgements follow + Son of man (faith the 
Lord to Ecrhiel) Heat to the children of ty prople, and (ay 190 
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thew, Winn I bring. the ſword wyon a land, if the prople of the 
land t tht « man of thats t02f01, and [tt him for their watchman, if 
when be (rerh rhe ſword cone when the land, and ine blew the tre- 
pet, aud warn the prople, then Whoſorver hrareth the ſornd of the 
trempes, and tahoth not warning, if the ſword come and take hm 
away, bi blood flat be „ ewe brad, Exel. 73. 2,3,4. 3. 
then, if Gods edit found the Trumpet, &'s a fair warning 
that the ſword is coming: For is it not ſaid, Amor 3.7, Sarely the 
Leu God Wit do nothing, bur be +eveainh bu ſcrres to b Servants 
the Prem God by a ſecret Prondenes is wont to move upon 
the hearts of his faithful Seyvanty, that they ſhowld ſpeak accord- 
ing to what is ia the Lords heart to do. Therefore ever obſer ve 
i, (for it id an Obfſervacion that is not wont to fail) That if che 
Lords Watchmen do with one voice cry, The day of trouble 5; 
wear, and wt the ſounding again of the Mount tins, it is fo indeed, 
Men may fl:ghc this Sign, as the Edomiter did, but believe it, it 
is a dangerous thing ſo to do, 2s we fee, Ja. 51. 11. ch, 
What of the night ? Watchman, what of the night > O fay they, 
you have been — to us theſe ſeveral years, that there is a 
night coming upon us, dut we ſce no ſuch thing. The ratcomen 
ſaid, T be morning cometh, avd alſo the nig ht: Albeit at preſent you 
have a Morning, you ere in « proſperous Rate, yer a night of mi- 
ſery is nearer to you, then you are aware of, 

6. When the Lord doth mingle a proverſe ir meg a prople, 
it 154 fign that the day of trowble ir near, This we may ſee men- 
rioned as the fore-runner of Fgypreroine, 1/4.19.14. Tie Lord 
hath winglid a per verſe ſpirit in the miaſt thirref, When men are 
reſolved to oppoſe and thwart one another whatever come of it, 
that a man will not be for ſuch a thing, onely becauſe ſuch an one 
is for ic, and he will be ſure to oppoſe ſach a Motion, onely be- 
cadſe ſuch an one, whom he is reſolved to contradict, pleads for 
it: this is a perverſe ſprit. Hence when there are Prevailing 
Fatti:ns amonglt a people, it is an ominous ſign : So it was in Pe- 
r/a/em before their laſt deſit uction, The love of many ws grown 
cold, There were (as Hiſtorians have noted) very great Factions 
amongſt the fews, when the Remans came 22 them : Some 
atet preters think, that this is hinted at Zech. t 1.8. Three Shep- 


heras I cee in one moneth: Thoſe three Shepherds are thonghr N 
to intend thoſe three great Heads of Factions, the 73 


Meer, Sazancees, ard F ſears, into which the Pes were divided. 
C > Heng? 
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Hence alſo, divided Cennſels are ſigns that bode no good to ſuch 
a people, When one (hall be violent for this, and another ſhall 
be as ſtrong and reſolute againſt it; this is wont to be the - 
cial Effet of the Lords mingling « perverſe ſpirit : for then he 
doth (er the Egyptians againſt the Egyptians, Iſa. 19.2. This we 
ſee, P/al.55.9. Deftrey, © Lord, and divide their tongues, Accord- 
ing to that Prayer of David, Ab/olem; Counſellors were divided, 
which proved the ruine of that party. 

7. When gloriow Promiſes are wear unte their birth, we may con- 
elude that a day of trouble ts alſo near, A At evening 
time it ſpall be light, If light be ready to break forth, we may 
well conjectut e that a dark evening will go before it, Naturaliſts 
obſerve, that a little before break of day, is the darkeſt time of 
all che night ; ſo when the day- break of any eminent Mercy to 
the Church is at hand, dark and diſmal diſpenſations are wont 
immediately to precede: it hath ever been ſo, A little before 
the children of Iſrail were brought out of Ege, they were in the 
ſaddeſt condition that could be, David, a little before Sun death, 
whereby way was made for David: enlargement and advrance- 
meat, was in the greateſt diſtreſs that ever he was in, in all his 
ue, namely, when Ziklag was burnt, and his own friends ſpake 
of Roning him. And in the Primitive Times, the laft of the Ten 
Pagan Perſecutions, was the bloodieſt of all, viz, that under 
Diocleſ an, who made ſull account that he had utterly — 
the Clriſias Name, and therefore would have Pillars erected 
in divers places, as Monuments of his Victory over Chrift, as he 
vainly imagined, and cauſed to be written on divers of chem, 
Chriſti Superſtitione deleta, that the Superſtition of Chriſt (as he 
blaſphemouſly called the Chriſlian Religion) w aboliſhed 2 
the world, Now when things were come to this extremity, 
raiſed up Conſt antin:, the Great Chriſtian Emperour, according 
to that Pi opheſie, Rev.12 5. T be woman, i.e. the Church, brovght 
forth a man childs, who was to Rule all Nations with a Rod of Iron, 
(that is, a Scepter, ſor in old Times dcepters were Rods of Iron) 
and ber childe was caught wp write God, and to buy throne : But be- 
fore this eminent Mercy to the Church, and the happy Times 
which followed, when thoſe in Authoricy were none but Chri- 
ſtians, the Chut ch cried, travailing in birth, So then, if glorious 
things be coming to their dirth. cri and travalia pains mult go 
betore deliverance can be expected. In theſe dayes into which 

we 
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we are fallen, before the Witneſſes do aſcend into Heaven, the 
Beaſt which aſcends out of the Bottomleſs Pit (hall make War 

ainſt chem, and ſhall overcome chem, and kill them, This is 
12 uſual method of divine Providence, to bring light out of 
darkneſs, by the greateſt Miſeries to prepare for the greateſt 
Mercies. 


We come now unto the fourth thing propounded, in order to 2 
P 


the clearing of the Truth before us, viz. To enquire into the 
Reaſens of this — whence —— that 2 — 
times bri es er upon his own ? 
An. The Kessel m Sn unto two Heads: 

1, The Lord doth this with reſpect unto Himſelf. 

2. Wich reſpeRt unto his people. As indeed all the Provi- 
dences of God, all that he doth in the world, may be referred um 
to thoſe two Heads, the Lord therein aimeth at his own glory, 
and his peoples good. 

1. The Lord hath reſþeft unte Himſelf, in thoſe troubles which 
come wpon the Charch. eby bis Faithſulneſs is manifeſted and 
glorified : therefore David ſaith, P/al.119.75. I know, O Lord, 
that thy judgements are right, and that thew in faithfulneſs he 1 
flicted me. The Lord eth his great Faichfulneſs as to t 
time, the kinde, the meaſure, the manner, the duration of what- 
ever afflictions may befall any of his faithful Servants, And his 
Power alſo is hereby diſcovered: it is a glorious evidence of the 
wonderful Power of God, that the Church (hould be upheld and 
preſervedin the world, notwithſtanding the troubles and miſerics 
thereof, The Church's being continued ig the world, is one of 
the great Wonders of divine Providence, wherein the mighty 
—— of God is >? N Iſrael were 
like two little flocks of Ki e Syrians, 1 Kings 20 27. 
Should we ſee a little flock of Kids, or of Sheep, in the midſt of 
Wolves and devourers, and yet not deftroyed, we ſhould ſay, The 
linger of God is here, Truly thus it is: The Church is 4 herle- 
lirtle flack of Sheep, and chat in the midſt of thouſands of Wolves 
and \ gers, yet this flock is ſaved alive; ſothen the Power of 
God is ſeen and glorified. Meſes did ſometimes marvel at this 
thing, Exed. 3. 2, 3. And be looked, and behold the Ju barned with 
fire, and the Buſh vas not conſumed, and Moſer ſaid, I will now 
thru aſide, and ſte this great Ka why the Buſb is not brut. —— 
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of 
ſecurion, ut the 

Lord by a mighty hand of Providence upheld them, ſo that the 
fire did not conſume them, Mot cover, the Stinty are wont to 


glorifie God mor e in a day of trouble, then at other times: J/,, 
24.15.Clorifieye the Lord in the fires, ſo are the Saints won to do, 
when in the fires of aliction, they bring more glory to God, it 
may be in ooe day, then in many years of profperity. How 
was the Name of Chriſt advanced, and his Intereſt promoted in 
the world in the Primitive Times > and the reafon was, becauſe 
thoſe were times of great Suſſering. Hence then the Lord 


brings ſuch times $ people, 
2, God brings 77 of tronble with reſprft to bir prople. And 
that efpecially on a fourfold acconnr. 1. For their Probation, 


2. Fer their Infiruttion. 3. For their Correction. 4. In or- 
der to their Put gion. 

1. The Lord aimeth at the Probation of bit people , in thoſe 
troubles which befall them in the world. Hence Fer 21.13. he 
Prophet there ſpeaking of the ſame day of trouble which the 
Text hach reference unto, ſaith, Fecanſe it u 4 trick, &c. So Rev. 
2.10. Frar none of theſe thinss then ſhalt ſuffty , brbold, the Devil 
ſhall caft forme of you into priſen, that ye may be Tried, Hence the 
atHiehens of children are compared to a refining Furmce, 
or to a calcining pot, wherein Metals ere Triad, 1 Pet. 1.7. The 
rial of your Faith, c. The Greek word (N ννιν˖j,pg « po 
eth a Furnace wherein Goldſmiths try Meratls , even ſo the Lord 
by aMidtians Trieth what Metal men are made of, whether they 
be Gold or Droſs, whether they be Silver, or Lead onely. The 
Taub and Patience of his Servants are bercby to the Trial : 
therefore fob» ſpeaking concerning the troubles which ſhould 
come upon the Church under Antiebriſt, faich, Here & the Pati- 
ence and F airh of the Saints, Rev.r3.10, that is to (ay, by theſe 
troubles it is exerciſed and manifeſted. By this means the Lord 
Trieth the ſincerity and fidelity of his Servants, yea, and what 
meaſure of grace they baye too, If they faint in the day of ad- 


ver ſity. their ſtrengeh is ſmall, but they that hold out faithful 


and c y in times of preat trouble, have received a good 
meaſure of grace, 

2. The Lord by bringing dayes of trouble nen big Fertan, 
aim1h at their In#ruftian, Pſal.9 4. 12. 31.7 i the man wrm 
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thew chaſteneft, O Lord, and teacheft bim out of thy Law. There» 
fore doth the Lord bring his precious ones under chaſtening di- 
ſpenſations of Providence ſometimes, that ſo he may Teach them, 
yea, and many a bleſſed lefſon doth he teach them thereby. Al- 
fl. ting times are not only Trying times, but alſo Teaching times 
Tſal. 119. 71. It good for me that I have bien affiifted, that 1 
might learn thy u Hereby the children of God hu, yea 
they /carn to know more of God, and of themſelves too: as we 
ſee in Fob, who after his troubles could ſay, Afine qi fteth ther; 
and, I Aer my ſelf in duſt and Ade. By afflictions, men are 
taught to know that God is God, and that (in is fin. Ever ſirce 
that day of trouble which the Text ſpeaketh of, the Jews have 
dreaded that fin which was the principal Cauſe of all their mi- 
ſeries, 

3. The Lord in affii ling bus prople, aimeth at their Cor reti ia 
Hence affliction is called a Rod, Ezch,2t,10. It ts the Rod of wy 
ſon, comternning every tree. 1/rarl was Gods ſon, as the Lord ſaid 
to Phararb, Iſracl i my ſon, my firfi-born, now the Caldeans 
werea Rod, whereby God ſcoorged that ſon of his, It is true, 
that perſonal aſlictions oftentimes come onely or chiefly in a way 
of Trial, but publick Calamities are wom to come as Cort ections 
and juſt Puniſhments for fin : Per. 30. 15, why crieft thew for thine 
afflittine ? for the multitade of thine iniquities, breanſe thy fins Were 
increaſed, have I done theſe thing r wats thee, And to the like purpoſe 
doth the Lord ſpeak by the Prophet Aficah, Chap. 1. ver.y. For 
the PI of Jacob * al the, and for the fins of the honſe of 
Jſrael, 

Queſt, But you will fay, What fins are they for which God is 
wont to bring dayes of trouble upon bis people ? 

Anſ, We ſhall here take nouce onely of ſuch fins as are men- 
tioned in this Context, as the Precuring Cauſe of that day of Ca- 
lamity here threatned. And they are three: 

(1.) The mt ordering mmrers aright, reſpefting the Worſhip of 
C11, was the principal Crime which brought this trouble, Ido- 
latry wis the fin, that ar this time above others, troubled 7/rar/. 
Hence it is ſaid, ver. 3. 4. I wilt recompence pen thee all thine abomi- 
nations ; b. e. I will puniſh you for your Idols: for uſually in the 
*criprure, Jdels are called Abeminations. It is ſaid, Rev.21.27. 
He that maketh an ab: mination, that is, he that roakerh an Idol, hall 
not enter into the Heavenly Jera/a/em, I hat fin of cor rupting the 

Worthip 
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Worſhip of God, hath been the grand Procuring Cauſe of thoſe 
altoruſhing and deſolating Plagues that have come upon the earth, 
If men worſhip a falſe God, their ſorrows ſhall be mukiplied ; or 
if they worſhip the true God in falſe Wayes, by means which he 
never appointed, and which never came into his heart, that's a 
lin that procureth great wrath, If men ſhall adde unto what the 
Lord hath commanded, and ſo corrept his pare Worſhip with 
their own devices, vengeance will come for it: P/al.99. 8. Thou 
tes vengeance of their inventions , Hol. 11.6. The Sword ſhalt 
abide on bu Cities, brcanſe of tbeir own counſels ,, that is to ſay, be- 
cauſe they corrupted the Worſhip of with inventions of 
their own, So on the other hand, if there be a rating from the 
Word of God, in matters referring to his Worſhip, dayes of 
trouble will come. In caſe Churches ſhall not come up fully to 
practice the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and to ftand per ſect and com- 
pleat in all che will of God, the Lord will puniſh them for their 
negleRs, as we ſee in the Jewiſh Church, who met with fore 
troubles afcer the return from Captivity, and the reaſon of it was, 
becauſe they did not carry on Temple-work to that perfeRion 
which ſhould have been, Hag. 1. 4. Yea moreover, if men grow 
careleſs ax to the manner of their worſhipping God, (though 
Object and Means ſhould be according to his Will) the Lord will 
vile for that iniquity. When the Corinthian; were not duely care- 
ful as to che manner of worſhipping, for tha cauſe many were weak 
and ſich, amongſt them, 1 Cor. 1 f. 30. It is (as was hinted but 
now) conceived by , that the Lord ſent the Plague 
amongſt them, for that ſin, We reade in E, that 4 Was 
taken from between the Cherabims, i.e. from off the Incenſe- A'tar, 
and ſcattered over the City, Chap. 10.2. Why? to lignike that 
here was the cauſe wherefore the City was burnt. ii was the Lords 
Controverſie reſpecting bis Altar, bis Worſhip that is, which 
brought that famons City into rainous heaps, So again, /i. 
29.1. it is there ſaid, wo to Ariel, to Ariel the City where David 
dwelt, Ariel ſigniſieth the Lion of God, and may intend the 
Altar, which like a Lion did devour the Sacriſices off: red thereon : 
here then was the true Cauſe of that ws which beſell chat City 
and Nation, in that matters reſpecting Ariel, even the Altar and 
Worſhip of God, were not as ſhould have been. Look as when 
things are managed aright as to Divine Worſhip, great proſperi- 
ty is wont to follow, Ezra 3.3. They ſet the Altar gen his Baſes, 


The day of troabls ij near. 
or fear was n them, becauſe of the people of theſt Comntreys : 
hey knew that that was the — 2 ge 9 Lord to be with 
them, and to defend them againſt their even to ſet the 
Altar 2 his right Baſes; ſo the contrary is to be affirmed, 
when the Altar is not ſet upon his Baſes, great troubles are then 
like to come. | 

(2.) Pride another fin here mentioned, as the Cauſe of this 
day of trouble: ver. 10. Behold the day, behold it is come, the moru- 
ing is goue ferth, the Red hath bloſſomed, Price hath budded : The 
buddin Pride, do cauſe the Rod to bloſſome againſt a people. 
Hence the morning, even the fatall day came upan J., Ezek. 
16.49. T bis Was the iniquity of Sodom, Pride, fulneſr of bread, and 
abundance of Tdlemeſs, Pride is mentioned in che fir it place, be- 
cauſe that indeed was the firſt firebrand which ſet Sodom on fire, 
It was for that ſin in ſpecial,chat thoſe Proud Cities were brought 
down into aſhes, 

(3 ) Oppreſſion u another Evil mentioned, as the Procuring 
Cauſe of this trouble, ver. 1 1. Violence is riſen ap into 4 Red of wic- 
k:4neſr, Violence, Oppreſſion that is, brought the wicked Ca- 
deans upon the Jews, There ſeems to bea marvellous Elegancy 
in the Prophets words : The Tribe (the ſame Hebrew word ligni- 
tieth a Rod, and a Tribe) of dab is compired unto a Red ; now 
what were the Buds that grew upon this Rod ? even Pride and 
Oppreſſion : therefore did the day of trouble draw near, Thus 
we ſee the Lord brings troubles upon his people, that ſo he may 
cor rect them for their ſins, 

4. God bertin alſo aimeth at their Purgation, $0 is it ſaid con- 
cet ning the day of trouble that was it flicted on the Church by 
the Ba/ylonians, Iſa. 27.9. By this foal the iniquity of Faceh be 


pur ged. and this is all the frag: take away bir fin, And concerning 
the tr oubles under Anti of which Daniel ſpeaketh, Chap. 


11.35. Some of them of wn us hal fab, totry them, and to 
purge,and to maky tb white, "Po the ſame purpoſe is that, Zech. 
13.9. Ana [ will bring the third part through the fire, and will re- 
fine them & ſilver is refined, &c. So then, that which the Lord in- 
tends by bringing bis people into the Furnace of Afflict ion, is that 
he may make pure Metal of them, yea, that they may be parged 
and ſanRified, and become veſſels meet for their Maſters uſe. 

We have done with the Doeftrinal handling of the Truth before 


os, the Uſe, of it follow, 
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USE I. If the Lord doth ſometimes bring dayes of great 
trouble upon his own people, then we anf bt not to think_ it range, 
or to be am wayes diſmayed at it, if we ſee it ſo now : I lay we ſhould 
not think it ſtrange. So doth the Apoſtle inſtruct us, 1 Per.4.12, 
Beloved, think it not f range concerning the fiery trial wich 1 to 
try you, as though ſome ſirange thing happened to you. Why, this is 
no more then what hath been in almoſt all Ages of the Church, 
and will be to the worlds end, and therefore why ſhould we 
ſtrange at it? Nor ſhould we be diſmayed ther eat, but rather ſay 
as the Churchdoth, in P/al.46.God very 4 preſent help is trouble, 
therefore we will fot ftar though the earth be removed, and thengh 
the waters roar and be . though the mountains ſhake with the 
ſwelling thereof, Selah, Truly thus it is at this day, the multitude 
of many people make a noiſe like the noiſe of the ſeas : we have 
heard the rutking of the Nations; yea, we have heard the ſea 
and the waves thereof roaring. What roarings have there been 
on the ſea, in theſe late dayes ? and the Mountains begin to ſhake 
with the ſwelling thereof, Kingdoms ſhake, Nations ſhake, yet 
let us not be diſmayed, for the Lord will carry on his own good 
work and glorious deſigns, in the midſt of theſe tt oubles. It is 
ſaid, Dex1.9.25, that the City ſhould be built in trenblou time: : 
The Lord is carrying on the building of his own Houſe even in 
theſe troublous times. And why ſhould we be diſmayed ? for all 
theſe Affairs are ordered and managed by the hand of him that is 
our Mediator. Therefore in Feller Viſion of the Wheel, chat 
is, the Wheel of Providence, it is indeed faid, that the rings were 
high and dreadful, Chap. 1.ver.1$. but it is ſaid, ver. 26. There is 4 
Man above upon the Throne, that is to ſay, Ieſus Chrilt, who is 
Man as well as God, even He as Mediator doth order all the A. 
fairs and Motions of that Wheel o vidence, which is matter 
of wonderful enconragement, w e Revolutions thereof are 
dreadful for us to behold. Chr come Head of all things to 
bis Church; All power in Heaven and in Earth is given to him. 
that fo he might manage all things, ſo as ſhall be for the good of 
his Church, as well as for his Fathers glory. And therefore 
though troubles come, why ſhould we be diſmayed thereat ? 
yea, why ſhould we be difmayed ther eat? for a glorious iſſue and 
happy deliverarce out of all theſe troubles, ſhall certainly ariſe 
to the Church in due time: Per. 30. It even the time of f acibs 
trenbit, but ke halt be ſavcaont of it, 
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VSE n. If the Lord bring dayes of trouble upon his ped- 
ple, What will be do wnto bis and theix Enemics If trouble may 
come upon //-ael, what then will become of hee If this de 
done to the green Tree, what ſhall be done to the dry, that is fit 
for nothing elſe but the fire? To this purpoſe doth the Prophet 
ſpeak unto 45, Jer. 49. 1 2. Brbold, the Whoſe judgement Was not 
10 drink, of the Cup, have aſſurealy drunken, and art then be that ſalt 
altogether go nnpunifoed then ſhalt not go mnpuniſted, but then alt 
ſurely drink of it. Jewiſh Expoſitors (and that not altogether 
without reaſon) when Aſoab is ſpoken of in the Scripture, are 
wont to apply it unto Rome : for indeed the Aoabites were Types 
of the preſent Anticb iſtias generation. Why, behold at this day, 

hey whoſe Judgement it was not to drink of the Cup, have aſ- 
ſuredly drunk thereof; the Lord we ſee hath begun with Prote- 
ſtant Nations, and hath made them to drink deep of the Cup of 
his indignation, in this day whergin ke is giving of the Cup to the 
Nations round, beginning at Jerauſalew. And art thou he, O 
Aoab ? Art thou he, O Rewan Antichriſt, that ſhalt eſcape ? thou 
ſhalt not eſcape, but ſhalt certainly drink thereof, yea drink there- 
of untill chou ſpue, and fall, and riſe no more. 

And this we ſes is the uſe which the Apoſtle Peter maketh of 
this Doctrine, 1 Pu.. 17, 18. For the time i come that judgement 
wuſt begin at the houſe of God: and if it firſt begin at tu, what Bal 
the end be of them that obey not the Goſpel of God? And if the righte- 
ena ſcarcely be ſaved, here ſhalt the ungodly and fi nner appear ? This 
_ be applied to pnblick and profeſſed Enemies to the Cauſe 
and Kingdome of the Lord Jeſus; where ſhall they appear ? 
The Seventh Trumper (which is the laſt of the Wo- Trumpets) 
will ſound quickly; and the woes thereof will light apon the 
Heads of the Antichriftian Party in the world. Wo, wo be to 
them, ſ uch the Lord. This might alſo be applied unto every un- 
godly inner : All you that continue in your fins, what will your 
exa be? \roubles may come upon the Lords people, but they 
ſhall ſoon be over: but as for thee, if thou dieſt in thy ſins, with- 
out Repentance, and without an intereſt in Jeſus — Faich 
unfergned in his Name, thy ſorrows ſhall never have an end. 

USE II. If God doth ſometimes bring dayes of trouble 
upon his own people, here then is matter of ſolemn Awakening 
unto us; Jr concrrns ws well to confider, whether there be not a d of 
trouble near unto u. For Awakening here, I ſhall mention ſome 

D 2 things, 
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things, which look awfully upon us. Some Argements let us 
here take notice of, which ſcem to ſpeak as if 4 day of trouble 
were near unte ws, yea and not the ſounding ag ain of the Mount aing, 

1. (To begin with that which is moſt general) There ij 4 day of 
trouble coming upon all the World ;, and ſuch trouble too, as the like 
hath not been: for I am perſwaded that Scriprure is yet to be ful- 
filled, even that Dan. 1 2. 1. where it is ſaid, There ſhall be 4 time 
of trouble, ſuch as never was fince there was a Nation, to that ſame 
time, We are in expectation of glorious times, wherein Peace and 
Proſperity ſhall ran down like a River, and like a mighty fiream 
over all the earth; but immediately before thoſe dayes, there 
will be ſuch horrible Combuſtions and Conſuſſons, as the like ne- 
ver was. It is ſaid, P/al.46.9. He makrth Wars to caſe wnto the end 
of the earth: but the words immediately foregoing are, Come, be- 


| bold the works of the Lord, what deſolations be hath made in the earth, 


Before the dayes come, wherein the Nations ſhall learn war no 
more, O what deſolations wil the Lord make in the earth? We look 
that the Church ſhall be in its Philadelphian ftate, when Enemies 
ſhall come and bew before the fert of 3 as Chriſt ſpeaketh 
in his Epiltle to the Church of Philade/pbia, but firſt there will an 
boar of Temptation come pen all the world, Rev.3.t0. We look 
that the er / ſhall be Converted , I know, and am perſwaded by 
the Lord Jeſus, that it ſhall be ſo in the appointed time, We look 
that Chittim and A/our (that is, Pepe and Twrlk) ſhall periſh for 
ever; but is it not ſaid, Alas, \rho ball live when God doth theſe 
things ? Numb.24.23. We know that in Abrabams Viſion, when 
the Sun Was going down, an borrour of great darkneſs fell ayon him, 
Gen.15.12, Why (0? but to ſigniſie, that when the Sun is going 
down, even in the end of the World, when Chriſt is ready to 
come and ſet up his Kingdome, and judge the earth, there ſhall be 
great horrour of darkneſs and —— upon the world : Dar k- 
neſs ſhall then cover the earth, and groſs darkneſs the people. 

2. Oar ches ſer, and onr cars bear of the beginning of ſorrow? 
That which Chriſt ſpake wi.h immediate reference to the troub'cs 
preceding the CeſliruRion of the [evi Church and State, may 
be app'ied to the troubles of the laſt times, the former being « 
Type of the latter, Matth.24.6,7,8. And ye ſhall bear of wars, 
and rumours of wart, fee that you be nat troubled, for all theſe things 
muſt come 80 paſs, but the ena us nit yet : for Nation' fall riſe againſt 
Nation, and K ingdome againſ®s Xingdame, and there ſhall be Fa- 


minis, 
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wines, and Peftilencer, and Eart s in divers places: All theſe 
ave the beginnings of ſorrows, What do we hear of at this day 
but Wars, and rumours of Wars? and Nation r up 
Nation, and Kingdome againſt ? Now if theſe are the 
beginnings of ſorrows, what, and where, and when will the end 
be? There's an over fl ſcourge breaking in upon the world, 
even a Judgement, that not keep within ordinary banks or 
bounds, bur ſhall paſs over into many Lands, And how far will 
it go ? where will the Tayle of this Scorm fall at laſt,do we think ? 
How if it ſhould fall upon Americs ? Will not fome drops a 
leaſt light upon New- England We may ſpeak in the of 
the Prophet in my Text, and ſay, The ns „ come, The day of 
trouble begins to dawn apen the er Ad this day, it is 
pa noe ens It is then high time for us to awake 
out of fleep. | 
3. > rumen ——— — been 
1. eminew/ly. Is not a plain Scripture, '//a. 57.1. 
T be glue is taken away from the evil to come # The Lord bath 
been taking away ones from the midſt of us, yea 
righteous ones, that have ſtood in the gap, now when the 
waters of many Troubles are breaking in upon us, whereby he 
hath wade 4 way te his anger, Pſol. 78. 30. How many Magiſtrates, 
— 2 — i A any Toe nos rs ? When 
Kings ca e Ambaſſadors, it's a will proclaim 
War, God bath called home many of his of late, 
and that's a ſign that War is determined in Heaven againſt us. 
Our Enemies are coming, and our Chariots and our Horſmen are 
gone. Ab! poor New- thy Chariots and thy Horſmen are 
from thee, and now thins Enemies ave quot — 
who hath ſo ordered, that many Ancient Chriſtians have been 
taken away of late, as it were .I have made ſome En- 
quiry about chat matter, and ſinde it to be a general obſer vation, 
That in — — round about, in one or two years time, 
a great number of Chriſtians have been hid in their graves. 
The taking away of the Ancient, is mentioned as an ominous fign, 
Iſa.z.2, Metbaſeſab was the oldeſt man in the old world, and he 
died the year before the Flood came, Inaſmuch as many of. our 
Methuſelahs are lately and that ſo near together, we may 
fear that a Flood is comiog. 1t's a fign of a Winter at hand, that 
D 3 ſa 
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fo many aged ones ſhould down into the grave together; 
Nor 1 amic here, the ſ Demths whereby mary have 
been ſaacched away. When Chriſt was told of ſome that were 
taken away by ſudden death, he replied, 7 te you, Nay: except 
you repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſo, Luke 13.3. As if the Lord 
had ſaid, I would bave you take theſe ſudden deilructions which 
befall ſome, as an Item woco you, that your Enemies will come and 
make a general ſlaughter amongſt you, except you do by Repen- 
tance prevent it, And inthe 4th of Amos, it is fer down as a 
ſign fore-ruaning a day of great and general tronble, ver. 11. / 
have overthrown ſore of you, as God overthrew Sodem and Gomer- 
rab. And how did God overthrow Sodow and Gomerrah ? Was 
it not with Thunder and Lighcning from Heaven? Many amongſt 


us of late years have been ſo overthrown : — 
men, which 


. 
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maketh the Strokes the more awful — 
T here are maniſeld tr ent, | ns among ft wy, 
here if I ſhould — br ing, — 75 
joyn together in weeping lamenting, it would 
courſe could be taken. Brethren, what ſhall I ſay? As to 
maters of — things — — as — be. — a great 
decay as to the power of godli us. Proſeſſors are 
many of them of a looſe, carnal, — weed We can 
now fee little difference — — and other 
men, as to their diſcourſes, or their ſpirits, or their walking, or 
their garb, but Profeſſors of Religion fabion themſelves, accord- 
ing to the world, And what Pride is there? Spiritual Pride, in 
Parts and common Giſts of the Spitit, and in Spiritual Priviiedges; 
yea carnal, ſhameful, fooliſh Pride, in Apparel, Faſhions, and the 
lice, Whenceis all that rifing up, and diſobedience in Inferionrs 
towards Superiours,in Families. in Churches, and in the Common- 
wealck, bur from the unmortified Pride which is in the hearts of 
the ſons and daughters of men? And is there not Oppre ſſion 
amongſt us? Are there no biting Uſurers in New-England ? 
Are there not thoſe that grinde the faces of the poor > A poor 
man cometh amongſt you, and he muſt have a Commodity what- 
ever it colt him, and you will make him give whatever you pleaſe, 
and put what price you pleaſe upon what be hath to give too, 
without reſpeRing the juſt value of the thing, Verily I am afraid, 


that the Oppreſſing Sword will come upon us, becauſe of the Op- 
preſſions 
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ſt us. And are there not Contentions Diviſions 
amongſt us ? It is in vain for us to go about to palliate this mat- 
ter, or to cover this ſure, for the of our nakedneſs doch 
appear, ſo as that we are become a derinon amongſt our Enemies. 
We are divided in our Judgements , and if that were all, the mat- 
ter were not much : bur we are divided in our Aſſections, divided 

in our Pra 


in Ene o 
the Reader, 


reaſon why the Lord threatneth 20 ſend upon us that Calamity of 
War at this day, is decanſe of wars and fi which he hath 
ſcen, and been provoked within the midſt of us. If you will 
needs be kghting (faich God) le ſend thoſe upon you, that ſhall 
28 enough of it, . 4. 1. The Chſhings and 7awalts 
which have been | ns, may cauſe vs to fear, that ſuch « 
day of Twmalt as the Text ſpeaketh of, is haſtening upon us. 
And what a wefwl worldly ſpirit is there in many? Hence God, 
and Chriſt, Heaven, and the Concernments of mens own 
Souls, are not minded: yea, duties of Communion with the 
Lord are either totally neg or ſlabbered over. Some don't 
pray in their Families above once # day: Why ? they have not 
time, they ſay. Why not? how is your time taken up? Is it in 
doing publick ſer vice for God or for his people? If it were ſo, 
we muſt have a care that it be not ſaid to us, They wat made the 
breper of the Vineyard, but thy ewn Vinryard then haft nat kept, But 
that's dot the reaſon why men neglect duty; no, it is decauſe 
they have not time for their worldly occafions. O this world : 
this World | andoeth many a man, that thinks he ſhall gy to Hea- 
ven when he dieth. And in this reſpect our Land is full of 1dc- 
try. What is like to come on us? Als | we have changed our 
Intereſt, The later eſt of Ven- England was Religion, which did 
dilingaifh as from other Englih Plentaions, they were built 
upon a Worldly deſign, dut we upon a Religions deſign, when-as 
now we begin to ſpouſe 2 Worldly Intereſt, and ſo to chaſe 4 
new God, therefore no wonder that War is like to be in the 
gates. I cannot but admire the Providence of God, chat he 

ſhould 
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ſhould threaten to puriſh us with a generation of men that are 

notorious for that fin of Worldlinefs, as if the Lord would make 

us ſee what our great ſin is, in the Inſtruments of our trouble. 

David 1 ſee by. the Inſirumene of his trouble, what fin it 

was which God afflited him for, when Achirepbe/, who was 

Bathſoebab's Grandfather, roſe up againſt him. Truly ſo may 

we in the Iaſtruments of our preſent affliftion, reade what our 

lin hach been. And is there not woſul Covenant-br caking —_ 

us? Men when they come into the Church, enter into the ſo- 

lemneſt Covenant that can be, They promiſe in the preſence of 

God, Angels and Saints, that they will watch over one anothers 

Souls: But how little is that Chriſtian aud Brotherly Watchſul- 

neſs attended eyer after ? Indeed, if men fall out one with ano- 

ther, then they can watch for Haltings, and proſecute to the ut- 

molt, which is to ſerve themſelves, and their own vile luſts and 

paſſions, upon Chriſt and his holy Ordinance z but otherwiſe, 

there are too many that can ſes one another fin, and never attend 

the Rules of Chriſt inted for the healing of every inning, 

offending Brother, This is lamentable! And as for the C- 

See Mr. O:kts dren of the Covenant, as the Seripture calls them, are not they 

Sermon on lamentably negleRed ? Me-thinks it is a very ſolemn Providence, 

TP that the Lord thould ſeem at this day to be ring many of the 

iy ug Riſing Generation for the Sword, as if the Lord ſhould ſay, I will 

bring a Sword to avenge the quarrel of a fia Covenant, 

Churches have not ſo performed Covenant · duties towards their 

Children, as ſhould have been and efpecially, the Riſing Gene- 

ration have many of them broken the Covenant themſelves, in 

that they do not endeavour to come np to that which: heit ſo- 


lemn Vow in Baptiſm doth them to before the Lord, even 
to know and ſerve the Lord God of their Fathers, Let ag in, 
> How anfrunfull have we been under precious Means of Grace ? 


How hath the Lord been diſappointed in bis righteous and reaſon- 
able Expectations concerning us? We have not ia this our day 
known the things chat do belong unto our peace, and therefor e 
now — as if the dayes of our peace were ended, It is 
not long fince that Scripture was opened and applied in the hea: » 
ing of mary of you, Luke 19.43,44. T be dayes ſhall come wpon 
thee, that thine Enemies ſhall kery thee in on every ſrar,, becauſe thow 
hneweft not the time of thy viſtation, How righteous is it, that 
the Lord ſhould make us to know the diſſet ende that is ey 

the 
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the ſervice of the Lord, and the ſervice of $hifak 2 Chron, 


25 


Read Mr 57 


12.8, O New-England, becauſe thou ſerved!t not Lord thy parts — mais 
God wich joyfulneſs, and with gladneſs of beart, for the abun- ,” * 2 


dance of all things, thereſore it is juſt with God ro ſay, Thon 
ſpalt ſer ye thy Enemies which the Lord (hall ſend agaialt thee, in 
hanger, and in thirſt, and in nakedneſs, and in want of all thingy, 
Deut. 28.47, 48. 

5. Signs have apprartd in Heaven and Earth , preſaging ſad 
Mutations to be at hand, By Signs, I mean Prodigies, which the 
Scripture calls Signs. It is a celebrated Saying, That God never 
brings great fndgement 1 won any place, but he firſt giveth warning 
of it, by ſome portentome Signs. $0 did the Lord deal by K He in 
the dayes of old: and ſoit was with Pernſalem, a few years be- 
fore the Reman deſit uction. Therefore Chriſt laid, La 21.11. 
Fearful fights, and great ſigns foal there be from Heaven, foſeptns 
doth relate at large, what terrible Prodigies appeared before 
thoſe miſerable dayes, The like alſo happened before the troubles 
under Antioch, as the Hiftoriographers of that Age have de- 
clared. There appeared Troops of Horſemen in array, en- 
'* countring and running one againſt another, with ſhaking of 
Shields, and multitude of Pikes, and drawing of Swords, &c. 
Something like unto chat, is ſaid to have been amongſt us. I con- 
feſs I am very ſlow to give credit to reports of that nature: but it 
is credibly reported, chat in ſundry places Volleys of ſmall Shot 
have been heard in the Air, yea and great Pieces of Ordnance 
diſcharged, when there hath been no ſuch thing in reality. And 
I think would not have us altogether ſl ght that 6/5049 Pre- 
digie which hapned about this time Twelve-moneth (as Eye-wit- 
neſſes have affirmed) in that Neighbouring place, which fince is 
fallen into the hands of our Encmies, However, it pats me in 
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minde of what I bave read, viz. that in Tork in England it rained See Mr. H.: 
blood, a little before the Danes entrance into the Land, More- fmon 9 


over, we have all ſeen and fele Blazing Stars, Earthquakrs, Pre- 
cigions T bender, and Lightwings, and Temper. We may here 
make uſe of that Scripture, which though it have a ſpirituall 
meaning, yet ſome good Interpreters do not reject a literal ſenſe 
of the words, 1/4.29.6, And thou ſealt br viſited of the Lord of 
Heft with Thunder, and with Earthquate, and great moiſe, with 
erm, and tempeſt, and the flame of devenring fire, Huth it not been 


ſo with us > We have been viſited with great noiſe, and with the 
L devouring 


lied. 11. . p-. 
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devouring flame, that is, with terrible Thaunders and Lightnioge, 
and with E arthqaakes, which are ofren a Prognoſtiek of Jr 
gquake;, yea and H s, notfar of, and with Storms and 
Tempeſts, and that too upon Lords dayes, in a very diſmal man- 
ner. Now let us'nbt be of thoſe, that regard not the work of 
the Lord, nor the operation of his bands, 

6. There i black Claud ver our beads, which — drop 
b . Providence hath fo ordered, the our nes are 
come near, and may we not then think thar trouble ir near ? The 
Lord hath been wherting his glitter ing Sword a long time, we 
have heard a viſe, and a diſmall din hath been in our ears, but 
now the Sword ſeems to be facing and mar ehing dir ectiy rowar ds 
us: yes, we ſee Jeruſalem compaſſed about with Enemies. Chriſt 
fad unto his Diſciples, Lol 21.20. ben ye felt fer Pernſalem 
compaſſed with Enemies, thin le that the diſalar ien thereof a nigh. 
Is not our fern/alew compaſſed wikb Armies? There are pre- 
tended Friends at our backs, and profeſſed Enemies before our 
faces. The sky looketh red and lowring, we may therefore fear, 
that foul Weather is at hand: As once that Prophet ſaid, There is 
a ſound of an abundance of Rain, and in the mean-while, 1/: 
Hraven' was black with Cl Truly ſo it is x this day, the 
Heavens are black over our heads, The Clouds begin to gather 
thick in our Horizon : yea, there isa Cloud of Blood, which be- 
gins to drop upon us, When once a Cloud begins to drop, you 
know chat a Shower is wont to follow, The Cloud of Blood over 
our heads begins to drop, there was one drop fell the other day, 
witneſs che man that was ſlain upon the Coaſts : the Lord granc 
that a Shower of Blood may nor follow, What need have we to 
pray, that this Cloud may blow over, and paſs away. 

7. Without doubt the Lord Peſus hath a peculiar reſpeſt unte this 
place, and for this prople, This is [mmanie/s Land, Chriſt by a 
wonderſul Providence bath diſpoſſeſſed Satan, who reigacd (r- 
tur ely in theſe Ends of the Earth, for Ages the Lord knowe h 
bow many, and here the Lord hath cauſed as it were New ers- 
alem to come down from Heaven, He dwels in this place: there- 
tore we may conclude that he will ſcourge us for our back- 
ſhdirgs. Fo doth he ley, Rev. 3. 19. 4. MANY 4s IT love, I rebuke 
and chaſten, It is not onely true concerning particular per ſons, 
but 25 to Churches, (thoſe words were ſpoken to a Churci ) that 
it Chcit hath a peculiar love unto them, then he will rebuke and 
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chaſten them, as there ſhall be cauſe for it, Indeed we may 
therefore dope that the Lord will not defiroy us. Through the 
grace of Chrift, lam not at all afraid of that. The Lord will not 
as yet deſtroy this place: Our Fathers have built Sat ctuar ies for 
his Name therein, and therefore he will nor deſtroy us. The 
Planting of theſe Heavens, and the laying the Foundations of 
this Earth, is one of the Wonders of this laſt Age. As 5,7. 
ſaid, Ark now of the dayer that ave y, ach from one fide of Hew 
ven to the other, hath God eſſaytd to go and take him 4 Nation ont of 
the mi, of a Nation? Deat.4.32,34. God hath culled out 2 
people, even ont of all parts of a Nation, which he hath alſo had 
a great favour towards, and hath broughe them by a mighty 
hand, and an out ſtretehed arm, over a greater then the Red Sea, 
and here hath be planred them, and hath canſed them ro grow up 
as it wer e into a little Nation: And ſhall we think that all this is 
to deſtroy them within forty or fifty years? Deſtr uction ſhall not 
as yet be. Nevertheleſs, the Lord may greatly affict us, and 
bring us very low, It is a notable Obſervation, which I remem- 
der a Pei Writer hath, who lived in the dayes of the ſecond 
Temple; e dealings of God with out Nation (faith he) and 
** with the Nations of the world, is very different: for other 
Nations may lin and do wicked'y, and God doth not puniſh 
them, unill they have filled up the meaſure of their firs, and 
then he utter ly deftroyeth them; but if our Nation forſake the 
God of their Fathers never ſo little, God preſently cometh up- 
on us with one Jadgement or other, that ſo he may prevent 
** our dellruction. So let me ſay, Neighbouring Plantations 
about as may poſtibly fin grievoully, and yet it may be long be- 
fore the Lord taketh them to do, becauſe it may be bee'll reckon 
with them once for all at laſt , but if New- England ſhall for ſake 
the Lord, Judgement ſhall quickly overtake us, becauſe the God 
of our Fathers is not willing to deſtroy us their Children, 

Theſe things then are enough to awaken us out of our Secu- 
rity, I have thought of three other Signs of approaching Mi- 
ſer y, which | ſhall not mention at this time, albeit they are (in 
my apprehenſior) no leſs ominous, then any thing that hath 
been ſpoken, 

VSE IV. I conclude with: a word of Exborta:ion, 
Let tu Carry eur ſelvet as doth becom theſe that have a day of trouble 
tar ante them; , (6 a8 that ve may prevent the troubles which 

E 2 ſeem 


rtcucmbet what the Prophet Jeremiah ſaid to Barach, Chap. 4j. 5. 
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ſerw to be . I need not ſay much by way of Motive, Re- 
member che Arguments mentioned in the laſt Uſt, and the , 
of Troubles being near, inſiſted on in the former part of the 
And conſider, chat if we carry our ſelves in @ ſuitable manner, 
we may poſlibly eſcape thoſe Evils, that otherwiſe are like to 
overtake ns, It is poſſible that this Cloud may blow over, Amo; 
5.15. It may bethe Lord of Heſts Will be grations to the remnant 
ef foſegh. Truly we are the remnant of eſepb; we are (as 5. 
856 was) ſeparated from onr Brethren, who can teil but that the 
Lord may be gracious to us ? Zeph.2.3, Sek ye the Lord, all the 
meek of the earth ,, ſeck righteouſneſs, ſeek meckneſr : it m be ye 
þo all be bid in the day of the Lords wnger. Nay, of we carty our 
ſelves as doth become us in day of trouble, it's paſt a may be, 
that we ſhall be hid in the day of the Lords anger. | 

Def. But bow ought we to carry owr ſelver now that trouble 57 
near ante ns ? 

A. 1. It auth concern ws and become uu to be an bumble' people. 
As ſometimes the Lord ſaid to his people of old, Now pmr off thy 
Ornament, that I may know what to de unto thee, Exod. 3 1. 5. fo 
doth the Lord by his Providence ſpeak to us, Pur off thy Or na. 
ments, O N:w-England, that I may know what to do unto thee, 
that I may know wherher I had beft ſpare thee, or puniſh thee, 
Prepare to meet = God, even to meet him as ſometimes - 

ail did David, with Confeſſions, and bumble lications, And 
if we humble our ſelves deeply and unfeignedly, God cannot 
tinde in his heart to deſliroy us. It is a wonderful Scripture 
which we have, 1 Chren.,21.16, David lift up bu eyes, and ſaw 
the Angel of the Lord fland between the Earth and the Heaven, 
brving a drawn Sword in bis hand, Grete bed out over Fern/alim , 
then David «nd the Flur of [[ratl, rho were clotbed in ſackcloth, 
fell apen their acer, Indeed the Angel of the Lord is ſtanding 
over us with a drawn Sword in his hand, but if we fall upon our 
faces before the Lord, as doth become us, God wilt ſay, Let it 
be enough that the Sword is held over this people, flay thine hand, 
put up the Sword. 

2, It becemitè us in ſuch a day 4s this, to be a ven Net en 
prople, As Elifba aid, 1; it a time to receive moniy, and 8a mensy, 
ana olive-yuras, & c So, is it now a time for us to fer our mindes 
upon the world, and che things of the world? We ſhould now 
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All ſeckeft then great things for thy [elf ? ien wot : for le- 
held, I wilt bring evil — ay 42 Now will no- 
thing ſerve you but the world, in this day wherein God is ſha- 


| king all Nations, yea — — Sea and dry 


Land > What is the voice of God to us in theſe dreadful diſpen- 
ſations, bur this, See that your hearts be taken off from the 
world, and ſet them more upon thoſe things that cannot be 
ſhaken ? 

3. We Heal be a Bilieving prople, That's the way to be deli- 
vered out of trouble: Pſal.22:4. Om fathers truſted in ther; 
they eruſted, and thou didft deliver them, O the mighty things 
that Faith can do! It is ſaid, Heb.11.34. By Faith they eſcaped 
the edge of the Sword, and twrued to flight the Armies of the aviens. 
Though Armies ſhould come againit us, the Spirit of Faith 
turn them back. In the times of the Ara (for unto 
troubles doth the Apoſtle there allude) ſometimes a fmall hand- 
full, worſted gfaar At mies that came againſt them, becauſe they 
ated Faith upon che Name of che Lord. Or if twoudles ſhould 
overtake us, Faith will belp- us cofuffer,: as well as to do great 
things for God. 2 45 3 * * 213 

4. It concerns ww in thu tobe 4 R 7 r. 
Let us e onr met and our doi rr 
dwelt in this place, Jer. 7. 3. 
Whereis the old New-E 
Where is our firſt love? 
in matters ref 


deen in this place? Now if the 
is amiſs, he will till» d6 us good, 
which have bed Him, and cauſed bim to frown us. 
. 5 Tem for this, 7. 8.58. 2 Rane IA 
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VA. Fell 

2 ng there was a ſudden Flood, wherein many men were 
— do the dumb Creatures ran to the top of an Hill, that ſo 
Soncr/etſhire, they eſcape the ſury and deſtruction of the Flood; and 


in upon us, And ſhall we not now live quietly by 
one another ? Shall we not at ſuch a time as this lay aſide our 
. Animoſities and Variances about matters, which it's great pity 

that ever a Contention ſhould be upheld amongſt good men, 

about ſuch ſmall differences > Naturaliſts write concerning the 

See M- Slater Stone Tyrrbenmes; that if it be caſt upon the water whole, it will 

Nen, of ſwim, but if it be broken it will fink preſencly. Would we ſink, 

pas or would we ſwim in this Sea of trouble that is a coming ? lt 

we break, we ſhaji ſiak; if we divide, we periſh, and are like to 

be an undone people: But if we be whole, if we unite, we ſhall 

[wim, out heads will then be above water, let what croubles can 

come: yea, and we ſhall then be a burthenſome ſtone to all that 

ſhall burchen themſelves with vs. If we do but become one with 

God and one another, as we ought to be, we need not fear all the 

world, Oh chat our Diviſions, and other Evils that are amongſt 

us, might be repented of, and then I dare ſpeak it boldly before 

all this Congregation, God will make New- England a burchen- 

ſome ſtone, yea though all the Nations of the Earth ſhould be 
gathered together againſt ir, they ſhall be broken in pieces. | 

| | 6. We ſhould be a Praying people. Plal.yo.15. Call wen me in 
the day of trouble, Thus David, Plal.22.11. Br not far from me, 

| for trouble is near, In a time when trouble was near, he doth be- 
take himſelf to God by Faith and Prayer. What people under 

Heaven have ever had more encouragement unto Prayer, then 

we have had? Know it Enemies to your terrour ; Know it all 

the World, That the Lords poor Ven- land- People, have ever 

found him to be a God that hearetb Prayer : and therefore let's be 

at that work (till, And truly, there is as much need now as ever, 

We may even ſay, as ſometimes that bleſſed Martyr did, Pray, 


Pry, pray, never more need then now, Alas, that we are no oftener 
1 


The day of trouble is near. 
in ſuch a ſolemn manner, as at this day before the Lord! We 
may here allude to that which is ſpoken, Rev. 8. we there reade 
that there was ſilence in Heaven half an hoxr, and then followerh 
an Earthquakes. It's ſad to conſider, that there hath been ſo great 
a ſilence in Heaven amongſt us: I have thought on it with tome 
grief of heart, that there hath not been ſo much Faſting and 
Praying in New-England of late years, as ſometimes formerly, 
though never ſo much need as now, Who knoweth, but the Lord 
may bring theſe troubles within our ſight, that ſo we may ſeek 
him early, yea that ſo the Spirit of Prayer may be awakened 
amongſt us ? There are ſome that cannot pray, all unregenerate 
ſinners are deſtitute of the Spirit of Prayer; many poor miſera- 
ble Souls, that keep their Prayers and Tears till ſuch time as they 
will do them no good. But l know that there are many, Scores, 
Hundreds here this day, that have an Intereſt in Heaven, and 
know how to improve it. Why then, up and be doing. If thon 
haſt but one Tear in thy eyes, if thou haſt but one Prayer 
in thy heart, ſpend it now. And let us remember the words of 
the Lord Jeſus, Late 21.36. Watch ye therefore, and pray alwayes, 
4% ye may be counted worthy to eſcape all theſe things Which ſhall 


come to paſs, 


